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Background 
HOD 58-2020 agreed in principle on the rephrased and concretized existing HELCOM actions to be transferred 
to the updated BSAP with the understanding that further drafting based on the written comments will take 
place. The actions agreed in principle and comments by HOD 58-2020 can be found here. 

HOD 58-2020 invited DG BSAP and HELCOM Working Groups to continue work on those actions where the 
need for further work has been identified. 

The First Meeting of the Biodiversity segment team for drafting the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan (DG BSAP 
BIO 1-2020) discussed the existing actions that had been rephrased by State and Conservation WG. DG BSAP 
BIO 1-2020 took note of the view by STATE&CONSERVATION 12-2020 that State and Conservation WG is not 
necessarily the most appropriate group to evaluate the appropriateness of some of the actions (especially 
the actions related to incentives and subsidies), that for further consideration S&C recommends that these 
actions are considered by another group in the HELCOM structure and that these actions are also possibly 
affected by the outcome of the CBD processes.  

DG BSAP BIO 1-2020 was of the view that these actions are overarching and, noting the proposal by Denmark, 
agreed to submit the actions for consideration to GEAR 23-2020. The Meeting further agreed that all 
comments on the actions by State and Conservation WG, Gear group and DG BSAP BIO should be submitted 
to HOD 59-2020 for further consideration. DG BSAP BIO 1-2020 also proposed that if the actions are agreed 
to be included in the updated BSAP, the GEAR group or possibly EN ESA could be their appropriate 
implementing entity. 

This regards the following actions: 

- [By [2025] identify positive incentives to reduce existing pressures so that by [2030] incentives, 
including public and private economic and regulatory incentives, are either positive or neutral for 
biodiversity]  

- [By [2030], if not covered by initiatives within CBD and the EU green deal or other international 
agreements, increase positive incentives to reduce existing pressures by [2030] that incentives, 
including public and private economic and regulatory incentives, are either positive or neutral for 
biodiversity] 

- [Identify by [2025] the subsidies that are harmful for biodiversity, if needed in addition to initiatives 
by CBD, EU Green deal or other relevant international agreements.]  

- [Ensure that by [2027] half of these subsidies [and in particular the most harmful] are already 
successfully reformed, if needed in addition to initiatives by CBD, EU Green deal or other relevant 
international agreements.]  

- [Reform, or where possible, eliminate by [2030] the subsidies that are harmful for biodiversity, if 
needed in addition to initiatives by CBD, EU Green deal or other relevant international agreement] 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2058-2020-738/MeetingDocuments/4-9-Rev.1%20Existing%20HELCOM%20actions%20to%20be%20transferred%20to%20the%20updated%20BSAP.pdf
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HOD 58-2020 agreed to retain the actions in brackets until they can be aligned with CBD targets, and invited 
BSAP drafting group to consider formulation of final actions (c.f. document 4-9-Rev.1 to HOD 58-2020). 

However, since HOD 58-2020 there have been changes in the timing of the CBD processes that will likely 
impact the possibility to use the CBD targets as the basis for the BSAP actions. 

In relation to this STATE&CONSERVATION 13-2020 noted CBD COP 15 will be held in the second quarter of 
2021 and the meeting will discuss the new strategic plan of CBD including the new biodiversity targets. 
STATE&CONSERVATION 13-2020 also regretted that due to the delays resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic 
it is unlikely the new targets can be used as direct input to the BSAP update as they will not be adopted in 
time.  

STATE&CONSERVATION 13-2020 emphasised that the rephrased and concretized actions proposed for the 
updated BSAP which have been directly linked to the CBD process, and thus not considered for provisional 
approval in HOD 58-2020, will likely need to be uncoupled from the CBD process and supported to use the 
concrete targets from the EU biodiversity strategy of as basis for further consideration of these actions in the 
BSAP update process and invited HOD 59-2020 to consider how to take the work forward on these topics. 
 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider the way forward with regards to the actions presented on the cover, to 
support HOD in the deliberations on how to proceed with the actions. 
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